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Moorefield Station Elementary School 

22325 Mooreview Parkway 

Ashburn, VA 20148 

Principal:  Karen D. Roche 

Assistant Principal:  Colleen Flaherty 

Admin Intern:  Dr. Barb Gruber 

April 2015 

 

A NOTE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION:  

Dear Families: 

We are in the home stretch but things are about to get very 

busy. I hope everyone had an opportunity to relax over 

spring break. 

It is hard to believe that we have wrapped up the third 

marking period. It always seems that this time of year goes 

by so quickly.  We have a lot going on in the next several 

months. As the weather continues to get nicer it is often hard 

to remember we still have three months of school left and 

lots of learning still to come. 

We have a few events coming this month so mark your 

calendars so you don’t miss out.  April 10th is our Spring 

Picture Day; this is a makeup day from our snow date in 

February. On April 16th the Bluemont Concert/Cultural 

Association will be here to present a Wildlife Ambassador 

Assembly to our students.  This event is provided by a grant 

from the Claude Moore Foundation.  On April 20th our “Buy 

One, Get One” book fair will open and run that week.  To 

wrap things up, we will have our 1st annual Science STEM 

Night on April 30th and we hope to see everyone 

participating in these great school events.   

Several weeks ago, I asked for volunteers to be on the 

naming committee for the new elementary school, ES-27, set 

to open in the fall of 2016.  I had several parents express 

interest and so I put the 6 names in a hat and Lisa 

Christopher will represent Moorefield Station on the 

committee.  Thanks to all the parents that expressed interest. 

We have the end of year assessments to complete, and the 

next several weeks of review and study could play a key 

role in how your child scores on these assessments. 

Classroom teachers from grades 3-5 will be providing study 

packets for your child to review and study in school and at 

home. 

We will start SOL testing the 2nd week in May and testing will 

run until the end of the first week of June. You will find a 

complete list of tests and dates on the Moorefield website 

shortly. Please be sure your child gets a good night’s sleep 

and a healthy breakfast on the days he/she tests. 

In grades K-2, teachers will be assessing reading levels and 

measuring the growth in reading that has occurred this year.  

As always, should you have any questions please contact 

me. 

Karen D. Roche 

Important Events for April: 

Apr 7 – Classes Resume, Moveable Monday 

Apr 7 – Mark Day Pick Up, 6:30pm 

Apr 8 – PTO Meeting, 6:30 

Apr 9 – Eagle Ridge MS Visits 5th Gr, 1:15pm 

Apr 10 – Spring Picture Day Make-Up 

Apr 13 – Rising 6th Grade Visits Stone Hill MS, 9:30am 

Apr 15 – Report Cards Sent Home 

Apr 16 – Wildlife Ambassador Assembly 

Apr 17 – MSE Autism Day 

Apr 17 – BINGO Night, Doors Open at 6:30pm 

Apr 20-24 – Spring Book Fair 

Apr 23 – Evening Spring Book Fair Sales, 8am - 6pm 

Apr 29 – Market Day Sales End 

Apr 30 – STEM Night, 5:30pm-7pm 

May 6 – Fifth Gr to Rust Watershed (Wagner, Edwards, 

Leach, Lee) 

May 7 – Fifth Gr to Rust Watershed (Elnicki, Kelley, Lissak) 

 

 

 

A MEMO FROM MUSIC:  

Congratulations to Ben C., Calla C., Alyssa F., Jasmine K., 

and Ellie S., for being selected to represent Moorefield 

Station Elementary School in the Loudoun County District 

XVI Elementary Chorus on April 17th & 18th at Rock Ridge 

High School in Ashburn, VA. The performance is open to the 

public and will begin at 1:30 PM on Saturday, April 18th at 

Rock Ridge High School. These students have worked very 

hard since the beginning of February to prepare this music 

so it is sure to be outstanding! 
 

Meanwhile, Moorefield Station’s 4th and 5th Grade Chorus 

members have also been busy working on learning their 

music for their concert, on Wednesday, June 3. There will be 

both daytime and evening performances. Stay tuned to next 

month’s newsletter for exact times. We are so proud of their 

progress thus far! 

SNIPPETS FROM SEARCH: 

As we head into April, we will be finishing the cycle of 

lessons we started before the break. From there, 
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kindergarten students will practice spatial reasoning as they 

work on a unique matching activity. Students in first grade 

will work cooperatively to figure out Dr. DooRiddles. Second 

graders will work in teams as they use clues to solve for the 

Secret Number. In third grade, students will be introduced to 

the Sudoku-like game of Ken Ken. During the last week in 

April, some classes will start our next cycle of lessons.  For 

these lessons, kindergarteners will practice decision making 

skills during the lesson Ira Sleeps Over. Students in first 

grade will use their creativity for a fun lesson based on the 

book I Wish that I Had Duck Feet. Second grade students will 

continue to think creatively and practice self-evaluation, 

while students in third grade will identify themes in the 

beautiful story The Other Side and choose one to illustrate. 

Great thinking will be springing up throughout Moorefield 

Station this month. 

 

 

ART E-FACTS:  

 Throughout the month of March, students in grades first 

through fifth have been busy artists ! 

The first grade students learned about the history of 

Aboriginal art.  The students created Aboriginal art piece 

using a dot painting technique.  The second grade and third 

grade classes worked on posters for an Arbor Day poster 

contest. The students learned demonstrated spatial 

relationships by using background, middleground, and 

foreground.  Also, the students in fourth grade finished a 

math based lesson on one-point perspective.  The students 

created three dimensional boxes and added pattern 

experimenting with value.  Finally, the fifth grade students 

have created landscape drawings incorporating various 

elements and principals of design.  

During the month of April, each of the grades will be 

focusing on creating pieces for school-wide art show in June. 

More information will follow closer to the time. 

 

BITS AND BYTES FROM THE LAB:  
 

A team of teachers experienced the Promethean ActivTable 

first hand in a workshop about this powerful tool. This has 

kicked off the use across all grade levels. First graders have 

been introduced to the “table” with an activity on adding 

numbers 1-10. It was great to show them the many tools that 

are offered on this tool! 

 

As stated in our last news article, we have received 20 iPads 

and have added them to the existing cart. We will use these 

great tools as we host our first STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math) night. We will also use the iPads 

when administering some standardized tests amongst the 

fifth grade. 

Speaking of standardized tests, the fourth quarter of our year 

we focus on assessments. The Virginia SOLs are just around 

the corner. If you want to prepare your child for these tests, 

just Google “Virginia SOL Sample Interactive Tests” and see 

the wealth of resources that are available. 

 

Do you  “Google”? Well, our fifth grade team does! We 

began introducing the students and teachers to “Google 

Classroom” to prepare them for middle school. Some 

classrooms at the middle school level use “Google 

Classroom” in daily assignments. This is a great time to 

ready their move to the next stage of their lives!!! 

 

LINK TO THE LIBRARY:  

April is School Library Month!!  What better way to celebrate 

our school library than with a book fair to raise funds for our 

library!   

Our BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE SPRING BOOK FAIR is 

April 20 – 24.  This is the library’s largest fundraiser!  We 

earn a percentage of total sales in the form of books and 

cash.  We use the cash to purchase general library supplies 

throughout the school year and additional books in areas of 

need in our growing collection.  The book fair is most 

successful with the help of many, many volunteers.  Please 

consider volunteering – even if it’s just one day for an hour.  

Please visit the PTO website to sign up to volunteer: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448a4ae292-spring 

 The book fair will be open for sales on the following 

dates/times: 

   * Wednesday, April 22, 8:00am – 2:00pm 

   * Thursday, April 23, 8:00am – 6:00pm 

   * Friday, April 24, 8:00am – 1:00pm    

All classes will browse the fair on Monday, April 20 and 

Tuesday, April 21 and make a “wish list” so that you know 

the books students are interested in and how much they 

cost.  Classes will have an opportunity to shop the fair during 

their regularly scheduled library time starting Wednesday, 

April 22 – Friday, April 24.  If they bring in money to shop 

during the school day on a day that is not their Library day, it 

is up to the classroom teacher to let them do so.  Students 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080448a4ae292-spring
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should not be missing instructional time to shop at the book 

fair.  We encourage students to purchase books – not so 

much of the “frilly frolly” stuff (i.e. pointers, frilly 

pens/pencils, posters, etc.).  However, if you send in money 

with your child and will allow them to spend money on non-

book items, please send a note in with your student.  We 

also ask that you send a note stating how much your child is 

able to spend at the book fair.  This is especially helpful for 
those that send in checks.  If you send a check in with your 

student, please do not make it out for a set amount as we 

cannot give change from checks.  Let us know their 

spending limit and we will fill in the exact amount for 

you and send home a receipt.  Checks should be made 

payable to Moorefield Station Elementary. 

*Please note although our book fair is through Scholastic, it is 

not associated with Scholastic Book Clubs.  They are two 

separate fundraising / reading promotion programs.  

Scholastic Book Clubs is done through your child’s classroom 

teacher, not the school library, and supports their classroom 

library.  Scholastic Book Fairs is a fundraiser that supports our 

school library and school reading programs. 

VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY 

Besides the book fairs, we still need volunteers in the library 

throughout the school year to help with general tasks.  We 

need help with shelving books daily and processing new 

books.  Processing new books involves stamping, putting 

labels on, and covering them with plastic.  We also already 

have books in need of repair and could use help fixing them.  

We will train you to do all the above tasks.  Whether you 

have an hour or two once in a while or even weekly, we’d be 

glad to have your help.  Please email Mrs. Davidson with 

your availability if you are able to help with these general 

library tasks.  Thanks in advance for your support! 

Reading Round Up:  

MOOREFIELD SHARKS READ! 

 
Keep a Poem in Your Pocket Day 

April is National Poetry Month.  To celebrate, we will have 

our second annual "Keep a Poem in Your Pocket Day" on 

April 15.  We encourage all students to read lots of poetry 

during this month.  Students will select a poem to keep with 

them for this day.  Poetry Police will be looking for students 

to share their poems on April 15.  Don't be caught without 

one!   

 
End of the Year Book Swap Collection 

We are collecting gently used books from April 13-May 22 

for our June book swap.  Please donate any books you think 

another student would enjoy reading to the box in the front 

office.  Our goal is to have each student go home with a "new 

to you" book to kick off summer reading.  No text books, 

religious books, Disney books, comic books, board books, 

or Chick-Fil-A books, please. 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER: 

 Thanks so much for making “Career Dress-up Day” such a 

success! It was so fun to see the children proudly wearing 

their costumes, college wear, and Moorefield Station shirts. 

Career lessons will continue through April (due to snow day 

delays) and then we will end the month up with lessons on 

Trustworthiness/Honesty. Current support groups will finish 

up by the end of April and we will be sending home 

permission slips in the beginning of May for final groups of 

the year. April 9th Eagle Ridge middle school will be here to 

talk to our 5th graders about next school year. Our 5th 

graders will also be headed over to Stone Hill middle school 

on April 13th for a field trip and tour.  

  

GYM SHORTS: 

What we are learning: 

We plan to spring into fitness this month with fitness testing. 

Our older students set fitness goals at the beginning of the 

year, and it is now time to see their hard work pay off. After 

testing, we plan to work on our striking skills and introduce 

a few sports that require striking such as golf, baseball, and 

tennis. 

 
Skills of the month: 

Fitness Testing 

Striking 

Sportsmanship 

Heart Health 

 

Quote:  “There may be people that have more talent than you, 

but there’s no excuse for anyone to work harder than you 

do.”– Derek Jeter 

 

SAFETY FIRST: 

All visitors to schools will be required to verify their 

identification with school personnel prior to entry regardless 

of the frequency they may visit an individual school.  

To Request Entry: 

 Have Photo Identification Ready 

 Stand on the yellow footprints 

 Push and release button 
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 Present photo id when asked 

 Please go directly to the office to sign in and obtain 

a visitor’s pass 

 

All exterior doors will be closed and locked at the beginning 

of school and remain so until students are released for the 

day. Using the AIPHONE will be the only way visitors will be 

admitted to the school. 

 

These security practices are intended to assure parents, 

students and staff of the school’s commitment to safety and 

security, balancing both the needs of the public with 

reasonable security provisions. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER NOTICE:  

Don’t forget that Loudoun County has a policy that all 

volunteers must submit a “volunteer form” to the 

elementary. If you are planning on volunteering at 

Moorefield Station, please submit this form to our office staff. 

A copy of the form can be found on our school’s website on 

the right side bar. 

 

HEALTH ROOM NEWS: 

Requesting HEALTH FORMS …….. Should you need a copy 

of your child’s Physical and Immunization records, email, 

jeni.stuart@lcps.org with your request, include your child’s 

name and teacher in the email.  Allow 24 hours for your 

request to be processed. The completed forms can be sent 

home with your child or may be picked up in the office. 

 

TRANSPORTING MEDICATION TO & FROM SHOOL   ……  

A parent or guardian must bring medication to the nurse, 
health office specialist, or designee. Students are not 

permitted to transport any medicine prescription or non-

prescription) to or from school.   

 

EMERGCENY ROOM VISIT OR SURGERY- Students 

Rights and Responsibilities Handbook    …….   Your child 

needs a physician’s clearance to return to school after 

Surgery or Emergency Room Visit. The clearance should 

include:    

1. Return to School Release Date     

2. Any Restrictions and the duration of the restrictions the 

student may have.                 

FRACTURES, CRUTCHES, WALKING CAST, ETC. ….. If 

your child experiences an injury which requires the use of 

crutches, an extremity cast, walking cast, scooter, etc., a 

physician’s clearance to return to school and an Activity 

Restriction Check-list is required upon returning to school. 

CONCUSSION GUIDELINES …… If your child receives a 

concussion, as soon as possible, please sign a Release of 

Information form enabling the Resource Nurse to 

communicate with the treating physician or therapy clinic. 

The Health Office has the Physicians Order for Concussion 

forms if a concussion is suspected. A student diagnosed with 

a concussion MUST HAVE: 

1. A written release from their physician clearing the 

student to return to school. 

2. Specific activity restrictions OR medical clearance 

to return to physical activity. 

3. If the physician requires the student to take rest 

breaks, eat snacks or avoid light and noise, the 

instructions should also be written by the 

physician or therapy clinic. 

4. Physician’s orders MUST be updated every 4 

weeks.  

5. Students requiring a “lie down” rest period during 

school hours are not ready to return to school. Rest 

periods ordered by physicians or therapists do not 

require the student to lie down and nap. Rather 

these rests can be done at a student’s desk. 

UPDATE EMERGENCY INFORMATION …….. Please 

keep your phone numbers and emergency contact 

information up to date by contacting the school by phone or 

email.  

 

 

 

 

 

Join In The 

Fun! 

mailto:jeni.stuart@lcps.org
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UPDATING YOUR PHONE NUMBER:  

If your phone number (either land line or cell) has changed, 

please inform the office of the new number. This will enable 

you to get up to date information and/or changes in our daily 

schedule quickly. 

NAMING A NEW SCHOOL: 

A committee has been formed to name the new elementary 

school (ES-27), which will open in the fall of 2016 in the 

Brambleton community. Moorefield Station’s parent 

representative for this committee is Lisa Christopher. You 

can reach out to Mrs. Christopher regarding suggested 

names that you feel are suitable for this new facility by email 

at lisa_byrne_christopher@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

See our website for link and 

form. 

Join In The Fun! 
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Playground Update 

As many of you are aware, the School Board recently approved the use of some of the 

leftover CIP funds to help build our playground.  We are working with Central Office to 

get approval for a design and a timeline for construction.  As we move forward in this 

process, I will keep you updated when new information is shared with me. 

Remember, our Write-a-Check campaign continues! Thank you to everyone who has 

donated so far through this campaign. We also appreciate your support of the Danimals 

contest with puzzle pieces, cards, and postage. We’ve worked hard to reach our goal! 

The Playground Committee is finalizing the initial playground equipment plans (we’ll post 

the drawings when we get them). Keep your eye on the poster in the school lobby as we 

continue to reach for our school’s $50,000 initial goal! 

Also, don’t forget to keep casting your votes for our school in the Together Counts 

Playground Contest. The link is on the Moorefield Station website (scrolling banner 

section). You can vote from all of your email addresses, once a day! It’s very easy to 

keep re-voting after initially filling out the form. 

Note:  If due to a disability you need 

assistance to enable you to 

participate meaningfully in a school 

meeting or event, please contact the 

school office (571-252-2380) at least 

five working days prior to the event. 

We won and raised $30,000.00 for our playground!!! 

Thanks for everyone’s help!!! 

http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
http://www.togethercounts.com/healthy-playground-makeover
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